[Treatment of ventricular septal defects with pulmonary hypertension in infancy (author's transl)].
188 infants presenting with ventricular septal defects associated with pulmonary hypertension underwent early surgical treatment. Overall death rate was 10% (6% since 1979 and even 0% in case of single defects operated on between the ages of 6 and 12 months). Surgical results were excellent in 48 controlled cases operated on during the 1st year of life. When surgery was performed later, risk of residual pulmonary hypertension remained in cases with equal pressure levels. Our results suggest that all the infants who do not respond properly to medical treatment must be operated on and that those with a major pulmonary hypertension have to be operated on during there second semester of life.